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THE NATIONAL COUNCIL (AMENDMENT) ACT OF BHUTAN
2014

An Act to amend the National Council Act of Bhutan 2008;

Parliament of the kingdom of Bhutan do hereby enact the National
Council (Amendment) Bill of Bhutan 2014 on the 14" Day of the 10®
Month of the Wood Male Horse Year of the Bhutanese Calendar corre-
sponding to the 5th Day of December 2014 as follows:

Title, Commencement and Extent
1. This Act shall;

a. Be called the National Council (Amendment)
Act of Bhutan 2014;
b. Come into force on the 8™ Day of the 15 Month of the

Wood Female sheep Year of the Bhutanese Calendar
corresponding to the 26™ Day of February 2015; and
c. Extend to the whole of Bhutan.

2. In the Act, new section is inserted before section 11:
The National Council shall be a continuous House and shall not
be dissolved at any time.

3. In the Act, new section is inserted as section 15 A:
A member of the National Council intending to participate in the
next National Council elections shall not be required to resign
and may contest while in office.

4. In the Act, Section 22 is amended as:
A candidate elected to the National Council shall not tender
resignation of the seat until a judgment is awarded to prove the

legality of the election in cases of electoral disputes.

The National Council (Amendment) Act of Bhutan 2014 1
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In the Act, new section is inserted after section 22:
A member of the National Council shall not resign for the
purpose of participation in elections to the National Assembly

before the expiry of his or her term.

In the Act, Section 38 is amended as:

Any member who has the right to speak or otherwise take part
in the proceedings of the National Council or any Committee
thereof shall have the right to freedom of speech.

In the Act, Section 39 is amended as:

A member shall have the right to be provided with information
by the Government and to inspect any official document on any
matter of relevance in the exercise of his parliamentary
mandates.

In the Act, Section 43 is amended as:

A member of the National Council shall lose his right of
immunity with the concurrence of not less than two-thirds of the
total number of members.

In the Act, Section 46 is amended as:
The National Council has the right to receive immediate
information of the arrest, detention, bail, conviction, imprisonment

or release of a member from the concerned authority.

The National Council (Amendment) Act of Bhutan 2014 2
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

In the Act, new section is inserted as section 97A:
Power of the National Council to compel Attendance and
Production

The National Council may at all times command and compel
the attendance before the National Council, or before any
Committee, of such persons and the production of such papers
and items as the National Council or Committee deems
necessary for any of its proceedings or deliberations.

In the Act, new section is inserted as section 97B:

Whenever the National Council requires the attendance of any
person before the National Council or before any Committee,
the Chairperson may issue a warrant, directed to that person
named in the order of the House, requiring the attendance of
such person before the National Council or Committee, and the
production of such papers and items as are ordered.

In the Act, Section 122 (a) is amended as:
Parliamentary initiative;

In the Act, Section 123 is amended as:

A member of the National Council may either submit a Bill or
general proposal seeking amendment of a section of law, or a
decision.

In the Act, Section 125 is amended as:

After the National Council admits introduction of a Bill or general
proposal seeking amendment of a section of the law or a decision,
such Bill or general proposal seeking amendment of a section of

the law or decision is then debated and put to vote of the National

Council.

The National Council (Amendment) Act of Bhutan 2014 3
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15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

In the Act, Section 136 is amended as:

A member requesting for an oral reply to a question must write
the words “for oral reply” on the notice of the question delivered
to the Secretary General and if such words are not noted on the
question, it shall be placed on the list of questions for written
answers.

In the Act, a new section is inserted after section 154 as section

145A:

To enable the Committees to discharge their functions efficiently
and effectively, each committee shall be provided with a
committee Secretary, a Legal Assistant and a Draftsperson with
adequate equipments and befitting office space.

In the Act, Section 159 is amended as:

The Secretariat shall draw up records of proceedings at each
sitting of the National Council which shall be known as the Official
Report of the National Council.

In the Act, Section 160 is amended as:

The Official Report of the National Council shall contain all
the items of business taken up by the National Council and the
verbatim records shall be maintained in digital sound or print
format.

In the Act, a new section before section 165 is inserted:
Non-Partisanship
A member of the National Council shall neither be influenced by

any political party in the performance of his/her function nor or
will he/she campaign for any political party or candidate.

The National Council (Amendment) Act of Bhutan 2014 4
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20.

21.

22,

23.

24.

25.

26.

In the Act, section 171(a) is repealed.

In the Act, section 171 (b) is amended as:

Simultaneously belong to different Committees, commissions

or boards except as otherwise provided by law made by Parliament,
or on the approval of the Chairperson.

In the Act, section 172 is amended as:

A member shall before receiving foreign and international awards
inform the Chairperson. The Chairperson of the National Council
shall decide whether the award in question can be accepted by the
member.

In the Act, section 179 (¢) is amended as:
Publication of proceedings of the close door sittings, without
the permission of the Chairperson;

In the Act, section 179 (g) is amended as:
Disobedience to orders of the Chairperson or a Committee;

In the Act, section 179 (h) is amended as:
Obstructing or molesting any person summoned for his attendance
in the National Council or its Committee;

In the Act, section 179 (jj) is amended as:
Refusing to present information or document that has been
requested by a Member or Committee of the National Council.

The National Council (Amendment) Act of Bhutan 2014 5
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27.

28.

29.

30.

In the Act, a new section is inserted as 180A:

The penalty for breach of privileges by any person under this Act
is guilty of an offence and liable to a maximum fine of five years
minimum wage.

In the Act, a new section is inserted as 185A:

Competence of the Council

The National Council is fully competent to judge any offence
provided for in this Act and to apply the penalties prescribed
therein.

In the Act, a new section is inserted as 189 (d):

To enable the members of the National Council to discharge
their functions efficiently and effectively, each member shall be
provided with at leastone research assistant, adequate supporting
staff, equipment and befitting office space.

In this Act, a new section is inserted as 190 A:
The Secretariat staff shall aid and assist the members in carrying
out their duties of the Parliament.
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